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The Commission often receives inquiries regarding low power broadcasting. There
are two basic types of low power broadcast operation permitted - licensed and
unlicensed. The following tables describe the basic criteria for both. It is
important to note that the forms of broadcast operation listed on these tables are the
only ones permitted. Operation of an AM or FM radio station at a power level greater
than that permitted for unlicensed operation and less than the minimum required for
licensed operation is NOT permitted.

The equipment used in a broadcast operation (licensed or unlicensed) is subject to
the equipment authorization requirements listed in Parts 15, 73, and T4.

Unlicensed Operation (See Part 15 of FCC rules for details.)
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Licensed Operation (See Parts 73 and 74 of FCC rules for details.)
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FOR QUESTIONS REGARDING:

AM Licensed Operation
FM Licensed Operation

FM Translator/Booster Operation

TV Licensed Operation

Low Power TV/TV Translator Operation
Unlicensed Broadcast Operation

PLEASE CONTACT THE:

AM Branch
FM Branch

TV Branch

LPTV Branch
Technical Standards Branch (202) 653-7313

(202) 418-2660
(202) 418-2710 or 418-2720

Auxiliary Services Branch (202) 418-1690

(202) 418-1630
(202) 418-1640



